12.6                Life and Worship,

people of India commemorate it much in the same
way as was common in Rome. Drinking, buffoonery,
licentious talk and gestures prevail, and red powder is
thrown on people walking in the streets. It is called
the Dole, or Swinging Festival, because the images of
Krishna, or his representatives, are placed on a swing
for their amusement. It is celebrated with greater or
less expense in most of the Vaishnava temples, and fun
and frolic form the chief part of the ceremonies. At
Puri, owing to the weight of the idols, they are not
swung, but other images are substituted for them.
Another reason for relieving Jagannatha and his com-
panions from swinging was that the red powder thrown
on them, injured the paint. The ceremony at the
temple lasts for one day only, but the merriment in
the streets continues longer.

Rama navami is kept as the birthday of Rama. As
Jagannatha is a later incarnation of the same deity, on
this occasion he is dressed and worshipped as Rama.

Chandana Jatra, or Flower Festival. The proxies
Madanamohana and four lingas are carried to a small
temple, on an island in the Norendra tank, where they
remain twenty-one days. Every evening they are
taken for a row on the lake, flowers and sandal-wood
are presented, and the worshippers entertained with
singing and dancing.

Rukmini karana. This is to celebrate Krishna's
carrying off his wife Rukmini, who was originally be-
trothed to Sisupala. At Puri, Madanamohana, as
Jagannatha's substitute, is carried to a neighbouring
garden, and is supposed to steal his bride. They are
afterwards married at night under a sacred tree in the
enclosure of the temple.

The Sndn  Jatra is held to commemorate the day